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1904 Undertakes the study of Hebrew to add to his list of
foreign | anguages (G eek, Latin, French, German, Dutch,
Italian, and Spanish).

1910 Publ i shes Totem smand Exogany in four vol umes, which in
turn inspires Freud's Totem and Taboo (1913).

1911- 15 Third edition of The Golden Bough in twel ve vol unes.

1914 Accepts knightship largely to gratify his wfe who
revelled in being called Lady Frazer.

1918 Publ i shes Folk-Lore in The A d Testanent.

1931 Goes blind presumably fromruptured bl ood vessels in his
eyes. Beginning of slow decline.

1941 Dies at the age of 85. His wife dies several hours after
he does.

Fam | y_Background and Tenper anent

Li ke his father, Janes was 5 3"' tall, was abstem ous and
enj oyed good health and long Iife. H's parents were both reli gious;
he describes his father as a "staunch Presbyterian and free
churchman. " Janes hinself cane to be opposed to religion in general
and Christianity in particular, but it does not appear that he had
any direct religious conflict wwth his parents during his youth. He
stayed connected with his famly his whole life.

The famly was m ddle class. H s father, an outgoing man, was
a druggi st and was active in politics. Janes was froman early age
shy and bookish. He read volum nously starting with the books on
his father's shelf which included Sir Walter Scott, John Calvin,
Don Qui xote, and the Arabian Nights. By the age of 22, Janmes had an
unconmonly wi de command of the Geek and Latin classics in the
original. He loved literature and his favorite poets were Heine and
W Iiam Cowpers.

Janes was noted for his broad and deep |learning, his
remar kabl e powers of concentration, and a boundl ess energy that
kept hi mworki ng over thirteen hours a day (7 days a week, 50 weeks
a year) throughout nmost of his long life. Despite his great
talents, he generally |acked self-confidence. He was very nuch of
a rationalist and had trouble showi ng his enotions.

The Gol den Bough

The book I's essentially a specul ative hi storica
reconstruction of a distant period in human nental evolution. The
first edition is an exam nation of primtive Aryan religion and is
expanded to worl|l dwi de scope in later editions.

Frazer hoped to reach both the expert audi ence and the general
reader. He received very favorable reviews fromboth quarters. The




